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Storage
Shelf life can be extended substantially if the following
storage recommendations are observed:
■ Keep capacitors in a dry place
■ Hold – off voltage test of water cooled capacitors 

prior to storage should be made without filling the
cooling system with water

■ Cooling systems should be kept dry during storage
■ Vacuum capacitors should be handled with care in

order to avoid all mechanical damage
■ COMET recommends as good engineering practice 

to test capacitors with the High Voltage Test Unit 
periodically, about every 4 to 6 months

■ For shipment, variable capacitors must be set to 
minimum capacitance.

Type Designation System
Beginning 2004, COMET introduced a new Type Designation
System to identify each type of capacitor unambiguously.
The type designation is divided into two parts, the block
and the variant. The block part shows which types are
basically designed out of the same block, which makes
any exchange of types within the same capacitance value
much easier. The variant indicates on one hand the 
kind of mechanical interfaces like lead screw shaft and
mounting flanges and on the other hand any options like
optical sensors or tighter capacitance tolerance. The two
tables below explain how to read the type designation for
variable and fixed capacitors in general.

Data Sheets, Curves, Various Technical Information
This catalogue shows only a limited amount of technical
information and only fort he types most widely used and
latest designed. For all these capacitors, outline drawings,
C-curves, I-curves as well as inductance and in most cases
self resonance curves can be sent to you within a very
short time or downloaded from COMET’s website. Please
make sure that you are in the possession of the latest
edition of the data sheets as they are subject to change
without prior notice.

Analysis of Failed Vacuum Capacitors
COMET firmly believes that the ability to perform a
prompt and thorough analysis of a failed unit constitutes
an important tool both to improve our own products and
to assist designers of RF equipment in improving their
systems. A properly filled in Service Report form will
enable us to determine the cause of failure in most cases.
A Service Report form is shipped with every capacitor
leaving the factory.

Service Bulletins
On special subjects, COMET is issuing Service Bulletins 
if and when appropriate that contain technical recommen-
dations and technical information. Subjects covered so 
far typically include maintenance, testing and disposal of
vacuum capacitors. These can be made available through
your local representative or from COMET’s website.

Special Versions of Vacuum Capacitors
Despite the high degree of standardisation in the product
line, COMET tries to accommodate special requirements
of its customers as much as possible. It is through such
efforts that product improvements like the integral flange
or the double flat shaft end can be accomplished. Other
“specials” include spring loaded drive mechanisms for low
torque actuation or low pull force or capacitors designed
for low inductance. For special requirements, please 
contact your local representative or COMET directly.

Special Features and Services of COMET

Variable and Fixed Vacuum Capacitors
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Fixed Vacuum Capacitors
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Capacitor
Variable
Product Family
Capacity pF Cmax

Block No.
Cooling System
Voltage kV Upt

Interface
Option
Fixed
Product Family
Geometry

CVBA-1000AC/5-XXXX-X

CFMN-100AAC/5-XX-X

Block
Variant




